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The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 





(Continued from page 194.) 


But there are a number of very material circumstan- 
ces closely interwoven with the prophecy, that still fur- 
ther identify the events which fulfilled it, and demon- 
strate that the prophecy itself was something very 
different from a happy conjecture, suggested by the as- 
pect of the times, or conclusions from past experience. 
For, 

ist. Our Lord foretold, as ** the beginning of sor- 
rows,” and as alarming harbingers of his ‘* coming,” as 
‘the Son of Man,” to destroy Jerusalem, that terrible 
calamities would prevail in various parts of the world, 
during the intermediate period ; and, unquestionebly, 
this was the case. But it is very material to remark 
here, that our Lord did not describe these calamities in 
general lerms merely, as an impostor might have done, 
hut distinctly specified them, thus: rumors of wars— 
actual wars—nalions rising against nalions—kingdom 
rising against kingdom —famines— pestilence, and earth- 
quakes, iu divers places: which all came to pass ac- 
eordingly, and nearly in the very order in which they 
were foretold. False prophets, also, were not merely 
to arise—but to personate the Mrssian, to prelend lo 
miraculous powers, and to deceire many ; and such 
were the character and success of those who actual ap- 
peared. Again, the prognostics are not described as 
* sights” merely, but as ** fearful sights ;° nat generally, 
as “ signs,’? but as “‘ great signs from heaven ;” and 
such they were. These wonderful appearances stand 
fast in the prophecy, and they occurred, according to 
Josephns, on the very ere of the Jewish war. (Vide 
page 29-93.) 

2d, The investment of Jerusalem was to take place 
‘suddenly,’ ** as a snare 3°? which predictions, ag we 
have seen, were aecomplished in the most surprising 
and extraordinary manner. 

3d, Our Lord declared also, that, * except those 
days (i. e. the * days of vengeance,’) should be short- 
ened, there shonld no flesh be saved; but for the elects’ 
snke” (i. e. for the sake of the Christians, who po 
doubt prayed ardently for the termination of these ca- 
lamities,) said he ‘*those days shall be shortened.”°— 
And they were shortened accordingly; Ist, by the deter- 
mination of Titus vigorously to push the seige by as- 


sault, in opposition to the opinions of his officers, who | 


recommended the more tedious plan of blockade: 2dly, 
by the conduct of the Jews themselves, who accelerat- 
ed the capture of their city by intestine divisions and 
mutual sloughters, contrary to what is usual upon such 
emergencies, in which a common sense of danger ordi- 
narily tends to unite contending parties against the 
common foe: 3dly, By the madness of the factions in 
burning store houses full of provisions, and thus wasting 
the strength which was necessary for the defence of the 
place: 4thly, By the extraordinary panic by which the 
Jews were seized when the Romans made their final 
attack on the higher city, in consequence of which 
they fled affrighted out of their strong holds, which Ti- 
tus afterwards pronounced to be impregnable: and, 
lattly, by the crowded state of the city, during the 
siege, which, as we have before remarked, occasioned 


pestilential disorders, and hastened the approach of 
famine, 


4. Our Lord likewise foretold that his followers 
thould escape the destruction of Jerusalem; and, ac- 
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cordingly, whilst countless multitudes of unbelieving 
Jews were fatally involved in this calamity, not a single 
Christian perished therein ; for He that ‘ knoweth how | 
to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished,” 
[2 Peter ii. 9,] had said, that ** not a hair of their heads 
should perish.”” Luke xxi. 13. Who, that seriously 
meditates on these equitable arrangements of Provi- 
dence, can help exclaimiug, with the devout Psalmist, 
‘* Verily there is a reward for the righteous, verily he is 
a God that judgeth in the earth !” 


5. Our Lord declared also, that the extreme mise- 
ries of the Jews should be wifhou/ a parallel ; and they 
certainly were, as Josephus himself repeatedly testifies, 
and as his history abundantly proves. 


6. Again, our Lord foretold, that, before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the ‘* Gospel should be preach- 
ed in all the world age witness unto al) nations.”— 
This prediction, as we have seen already, was fully ac- 
complished also; and yet, considering, the character 
and cendition of the instruments, the pature of the 
troths which they promulgated, the malignant opposi- 
tion of their own countrymen, and the contempt with 
which, as Jews, they were regarded by the Gentile na- 
tions— nothing could scarcely have been conceived less 
probable than such an event. 


7. Our Lord further predicted, that the then ezist- 
ing generation should not “* pass away before all these 
things were fulGlled ;» Mat. xxiv. 34, and, in confor- 
mity hereto, they were fulfilled within forty years from 
the date of the prophecy. This is a very different 
tuing from their being accomplished some time or other. 
Our Lord had intimated also, that the Evangelist John 
should survive the destruction of Jerusalem; and he 
survived it accordingly, more than (wenty-five years, 
and died at Ephesus nearly one hundred years old.— 
How came it to pass that he who foresaw the persecu- 
tions of his disciples, and was therefore sensible of the 
dangers to which their lives would be exposed, should 
venture to predict that one of the most distinguished 
and zealous among them should escape martyrdom, and 
demonstrate, so long afler the accomplishment of the 
prophecy, that the generation to which he addressed it 
had not even then ** passed away ?”’ 

Now, if the destruction of Jerusalem were a subject 
of human conjecture merely, how came s0 great a va- 
riety of remarkable and improbable circumstances, as 
we have enumerated, to be unnecessarily interwoven 
with the prophecy? And how bheppened it that, in re- 
lation to those cireumstances, as well as all others, of 
which the number is not small, the prophecy should be 
exactly fulfilled ? 

1V. If this prophecy be ascribed to political sagaci- 
ty, we would ask, op the supposition of the infidel, how 
it happened that a Carpenter’s Son, living nearly the 
whole of his life in privacy, associating chiefly with the 
poor, without access to the councils of princes, or to 
the society of the great, should possess a degree of po- 
litical discernment to which no Siafesman would deem | 
it less than folly to lay claim? Besides, how came he 
to predict the ruin of his own country, and at that very 
season, too, when all his countrymen turned their eyes 
to a deliverer, who should res/ore ils sovereignty, con- 
solidale ils power, and extend both ils boundaries and | 
its renown? And lastly, how came he even to con- 
ceive, moch more cherish, such an idea, diametrically 
contrary as it was to all bis stubborn and deep-rooted 








prejudices as a Jew ? 


NO. 50. 
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Thus we perceive that the very objections which in- 
fidelity opposes to our argument, instead of invalidat- 
ing, tend only more fully to illustrate and confirm it. 
And such, indeed, must always be the happy effects of 
that hostility which is directed against the evidence of 
the Christian faith, since, the more carefully and at- 
tentively we examine the foundations upon which it 
rests, the more perfectly must we be convinced of the 
immoveable stability of the Superstructure. Of that 
evidence the prophecy which we have reviewed most 
certainly constitutes a very striking and prominent 
part; from «ery light and position in which it can be 
contemplated it constantly derives new lustre and ef- 
fect; and it may safely be considered ** as an unques- 
tionable proof of the divine foreknewledge of our Lord, 
and the divine authority of the Gospel; and on this 
ground only (were it necessary) we might securely rest 
the whole fabric of our religion. lodeed, this remarka- 
ble prediction has always been considered, by eveay 
impartial person, as one of the most powerful argu- 
ments in favor of Christianity ; and in our own times, 
more particularly, a man of distinguished talents, and 
acknowledged eminence in his profession, and in the 
constant habit of weighing, sifting, and scrutinizing evi- 
dence, with the minutest accuracy in courts of justice, 
bas publicly declared, that he considered (his prophecy, 
if there were nothing else to support Christianity, as 
absolutely irresistible.:’* 

Let us, then, if we are Christians indeed, offer up our 
grateful acknowledgements to the Almighty, who has 
laid euch firm foundations for our faith. [yet us exult 
in the inviolable certainty of his Holy Word, and as- 
sure ourselves that his proméses are as infallible as bis 
predictions; To ‘* the witness” within us (1 Jobn v. 
10,) and to an acquaintance with the interior excel- 
lence of the Gospel, let us labor to add a more perfect 
knowledge of the historical and moral evidence which 
defends it; that thus we may be better qualified to 
convince gainsayers. More particularly, let us attend 
to that ** eure word of prophecy, whereunto we shall 
do well to take heed, as unto a ligh/ that shinetb in a 
dark place,” 2 Peter i. 19. 

If we are Christians in name only, Jet us receive a 
salutary admonition from that exemplary vengeance 
which was inflicted by theAlmighty upon the wholeJew- 
ish nation ; who, while ‘* they professed that they knew 
God, in works denied bim ;’’ and while they boasted 
that they were his peculiar people, remained. ** stran- 
gers to the covensnt of promise.’’ Let us also eerious- 
ly reflect, thet as he was not a Jew who was only one. 
‘outwardly,’ “‘iv the letter” merely, and whose 
praise was of men—so now, in like manners, he only is 
a Christian who is one ‘* inwardly,’? whose religion is 
seated in the heart ; ** in the spirit and uot in the let- 
ter; whose praise is not of men, but of God,” Rom. ii. 
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28, 29. 
Let the Unbeliever, for whose benefit, chiefly, the 
preceding pages were written, serously ponder their 


coutents. Should the evidence which they contain in 
favor of Christianity fail to convince hin of its divine 
origin, it may be important for him to ask himself the 
following questions: ** Can | reasonably require, for 
that purpose, stronger moral evidence than this? —Can 


‘T conceive it possible that stronger evidence of this 





* See the Bishop of London’s ** Lectures op the 
Gospel of St. Matthew ;”” and Mr. Erskine’s eloquent 
Speech at the trial of Williams, for publishing Paine’s 
Age of Reason. 
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kind should be effofded? Am | capable of forming af 


scheme of histori¢al and moral proof, which shal] not’ 
he liable to greater and more numerous objections? © If 
} imagine myself equa) to a task, at once so compre- 
hensive and profound, have J also the resolution to en- 
ter upon it, to publish the echeme, which I shall con- 
struct, for the decision of the world, and to stake the 
eredit of my infidelity upon it?” 

But it may be proper to inform the Deist, that the 
faith which we wish him to possess is not merely an) 
admission upon evidence, that “all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God,” (which, standing alone, has no 
higher value than the faith of education which he ridi- | 
evles) bot a tifal, active principle, a faith that will | 
** purify the heart ;” that “* works by Jove ;” that will 
enable him to “ fight the good fighi,” “*to overcome 
the world,” and to obtain *“*a crown of life,” and an 
“incorruptible inheritance” in heaven.* It may be 
proper also to remind the unbeliever, that the evidence 
which hes been adduced constitutes one only of those 
numerous bulwarks, more impregnable than the towers 
of Jerusalem, which encompass and defend Christianity. 
But if this be the fact—and is it not? how great must 


be his temerity! how hopeless his warfare! how cer- 
tain his defeat! 
To the Jew we would scay—Suspend, if it be practi- 


cable, the prejudices which you inherit from your fore- 
fathers, whilst you ponder, for one hour, the important 
and interesting subject of these pages—to you peculiar- 
ly interesting and important. Is it possible that you 
oan attentively reflect upon the destruction of * the 
beloved city,” the dispersion of your nation into all 
countries—the terrible calamities which have every 
where pursued them, for nearly 1800 years, even unto 
this day—and not trace therein ‘the condign and pre- 
dicted punishment of their original rejection, end con- 
tinued contempt of that very Messiah whose character 
your own Scriptures so faithfully pourtray, (Isaiah Iii. 
53,) and whose advent, precisely at the time of his ac- 
tnal appearance, they as clearly foretold? Dan. ix. 26, 
27. But your ancestors did not only reject, they also 
slew their Saviour. “ His blood,” said they, when 
calling upon Pilate to crucify him, ** his blood be on 
us and upon our children.” ‘* A most fatal impreca- 
tien, and most dreadfully fulfilled upon them at the 
siege of Jerusalem, when the vengeance of Heaven 
overtook them with a fury unexampled in the Listory 
of the world; when they were exposed at once to the 
horrors of famine, of sedition, of assassination, and the 
sword of the Romans.”t Observe, too, the striking 
correspondence which marked their crimes in their 
punishment: ** They put Jesus to death when the na- 
tion was assembled to celebrate the Passover; and 
when the nation was assembled for the same purpose, 
Titus shut them up within the walls of Jerusalem.— 
The rejection of the Messiah was their crime, and the 
following of false Messiahs to their destruction was 
their punishment. They bought Jesus as a slave ; and 
they themselves were afterwards sold and bought as 
slaves at the lowest prices: they preferred a robber 
and murderer to Jesus, whom they crucified between 
two thieves; and they themselves were afterwards in- 
feeted with bands of thieves and robbers: they put Je- 
sus to death, lest the Romans should come and take 
away their place and nation; and the Romans did 
come and take away their place and nation: and what 
is sti]] more striking, and still more strongly marks the 
judgment of God upon them, they were punished with 
that very kind of death which they were so eager to 
inflict on the Saviour of mankind, the death of the 
cross; and that in such prodigious numbers, that Jose- 
phus assures us, there wanted wood for crosses, and 
room to place them in.t [Concluded next paper. ] 


* Acts xv. 9—Gal. v. 6—2 Tim. iv. 7—1 Jobn v. 
4, 5—James i. 3, 12—1 Peter i. 4, 5, 

t See the Bishop of London’s Lectures, vol. ii. page 
284; and Bishop Newton on the Prophecies, Diss, 21, 

$ See Bishop of London’s Lectures, and Bishop 
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Messrs, Editors,—The following letter, I lately cop- 
ied from the original, written by a young woman to her 
husband and mother, about one month before her death. 
A short time previous to her exit, she informed her hus- 
band where he should Gnd this letter. After her death, 
search was made and the letter was found. Her child 
did not survive her, but was buried on her arm. She 


\Jaid aside her ornaments three years before, but put on 


the ring which she mentions, and it was buried with 
her. Her husband came from Scotland. Her father 
died a few years before her. Should you think it wor- 
thy a place in your Magazine, it is at your disposal. 

SEEK TRUTH. 

SS 
APRIL 29, 1817. 

My Dear Husband, 

Il address you vader a strong conviction that my ap- 
proaching sickness will prove fatal. | think | am not 
superstitious, but the frequent repetitions of distressing 
dreams, united with other causes, | must acknowledge 
have made deep impressions on my mind, ever weak, 
but now peculia~ly so, from sickness of body and an 
unaccountable depression of spirits. Frequently has 
my father (in my dreams) sent for me to follow bim; 
sometimes by messengers, but more frequently does he 
beckon, persuade, urge, and as it were compel me to 
come speedily. At other times, I see myself and in- 
fant dead, and arrayed in burial garments of the purest 
white. I acknowledge the folly of these chimeras, but 
still | feel their powerful influence. I think my child 
will not survive me, but if it should, O my dear Daniel 
watch over it with the fondest affection for its mother’s 
sake. Trust it not with my mother, she will destroy 
its constitution with over /enderness, and its disposition 
with indulgence. Give it not an education beyond its 
probable sphere in life, particularly if it is a female, 
and let not ifs happivese (as mine has been) be destroy- 
ed by av over refinement of feeling. ‘Teach it to love 
its mother, and save all my papers for it. I have re- 
cently culled them over and burned such as J thought 
might prove improper or injurious. A little box of or- 
naments you will also keep for its use, excepting a 
bresst pin containing my Father’s hair, which you 
will give my mother. A little plain ring which J gave 
you previous to our marriage, keep that Daniel to your 
last moments as a pledge of that effection and vow 
which | never wilfully broke in thought, word, or ac- 
tion. The one you gave me in return J shal) this day 
put on my Goger, and let it be buried with me. Keep 
the little Geek on which | am writing, it was made by 
my father, it is dear to me, and it will prove useful to 
you. Give ma such of my wearing apparel as will be 
useful to her. The remainder, if I have no female 
child, dispose of as you think proper. Remember D. 
L.—N. R.—S. T.—O. C. and M. C.* of Falmouth, in 
some trifle from me. O.C. must have my little Psalu 
book. 1! have faith to believe and hope that you and 
ma wil] never eompose two families, but if you 
should, divide my furniture, with ber. She has 
left herself destitute to accommodate me. O my 
dear Danie] Jet me again and again exhort and urge 
you always to treat her with kindness and affection.— 
She has done much for me, and willfor you. Take no 
undue advantage of her pliability of temper. Ever be 
a child to her and J am confident she wil] be a mother 
to you. My pew in the meeting-houce I give to you. 
1 am sensible ¢his will not stand in law, but | do it free- 
ly, and tell ma it is my dying request that she will 
confirm your title without delay. O my love I have 
much to say, but | feel inadequate to the task of writ- 
ing, and | would not wound your feelings by talking 
on the subject. You have ever been kind, affection- 
ate and fender of me. Our marriage has been on my 
part perfectly happy. You have been all to me that 








Newton, as above quoted; and this Treatise, page 54. | 


* Young womeny wiih whom she was intimate. 
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mortal man could be, and in return | have given yon 
all. 1 could give-—a heart of the sincerest and purest 
love. Mourn not too deeply my loss—you thust re. 
member that | have Jeft many sorrows behind, and now 
1 am at rest. Let not my memory deter you from a 
second marriage if it is your wish. If you keep this pro- 
perty and are ever able, build a tomb where the potash 
once stood—and in death let not our family be sepa- 
rated. Again nry dear husband, let me commend my 
poor mother to your Glial care—I am not thus urgent 
because | dowd! you, but because her situation is pecu- 
liarly destitute and helpless. I have volumes to say 
but my feelings overpower me, and I can only add 
that it is only for your sake that life has one Charm, 
and it is parting only whicl makes the bitterness of 
death. Adieu my Jove—your happiness shall be the 
last prayer of . S. ML. — 


My Dear Mother, 

Mourn not too deeply the loss of your child —remem- 
ber all the sickness and sorrow which she is now ex- 
empted from, and forget not that | leave you (in my 
husband) another child equally tenderane affectionate, 
Live for his sake, and be to him what you have ever 
been to me, and I ask no more. Gire hima legal tulle to 
your property without delay, but remember (this is my 
dying request) that you wil] not do itinany way which 
will deprive you of it while yon live. He will not wish 
you to do it. I know him better. It is not hie tem- 
per | fear, but your weakness. 1 khow he will ever be 
good to you, and for my sake, for heaven’s sake ever 
be kind to him. If I leave a child, 1 leave it to your 
joint care and affection. He is to watch least you in- 
jure it with fondness, and | leave it to you to see that, 
he ever aims to bring it up to habits of virtee and in- 
dustry. Should his circumstances ever permit him to 
send for his mother, be kind to her and remember she 
is a stranger in a strange land. ‘Tel} her it was one of 
my first wishes to see her; but the boon was denied me, 
Share freely with ber the little Heaven bas bestowed 
on you—and O may you ever be one united family.— 
This is my most ardent desire. Should my husband 
wish to marry again, think not too hardly of him.— 
You must consider y ourself as growing old and helpless, 
and that in a short period you will be unable and unfit 
for the management ofa family. He has ever been the 
dearest object of my affections, and as such | hope and 
believe you will ever treat him. If I have ever treated 
you with harshness or unkindness, | hope you will for- 
give me, and Believe the error proceeded from perver- 
sity of temper, and not from a heart deficient ip Glial 
love. You have ever been to me the best of mothers, 
nor can I charge you of ever committing one unkind 
action towards me. Again let me repeat my last wish 
that you may all live together in one family in peace 
and amity. Bear with each others’ infirmities. Moura 
not too much the loss of your Susan, but believe she is 
now at rest, where you will quickly follow. 


$3539 3 3 


TO THE SUBSCRIBERS OF THE MAGAZINE. 








Ve once more request our de- 
linquent subscribers to forward the amount which they 
owe forthe Magszine. The present volume is now 
nearly completed, and the Publisher is anxious to make 
some improvement in the paper, if the receipts shall be 


sufficient to enable him. Brethren, a word to the wise 


is sufficient. 

In faturea deduction of Fifty Cents from the present 
price, will be made to al] those who pay in advance. 
Those who pay within the first three months of the 


volume, will be considered as paying in advance. 








Fh OO ROC RECN IRI 


of prineipal chiefs and others of the Six Nations of 

Indians aseembled at Buffalo Creek, in the state of 

New-York, at the particular request of a gentleman 

Missionary (Mr. Cram) from the state of Massachy- 

setts. The Missionary being furnished with an in- 

terpreter, and accompanied by the United States’ 
agent of Indian affairs, met the Indians in council, 
when the following talk took place: 

[First by the Agent.] 

Brothers of the Six Nations—I rejoice to meet you at 
this time, and thank the Great Spirit that he has pre- 
served you in health and given we another opportunity 
to take you by the hand, 

Brothers. The person who sits by me is a friend, 
who has come a great way to hold a talk with you,— 
He will inform you what bis business is, and it is my re- 
qnest that you will listen with attention to his words, 


MISSIONARY. 

Ms Friends—! am thankful for the opportunity af- 
forded us of uniting together at this time. I had a de- 
sire to see you, and inquire into your state and wel- 
fare; for this purpose IT have travelled a great distance, 
being sent by your old friends the Boston Missionary 
Eoctety. 

You will recollect they formerly sent Missionaries 
amongst you to instruct you in religion, and Jabor for 
your good ; although they have not heard from you for 
uy Jong time, yet they have not forgotten their brothers 
of the Six Nations, and are stil] anxious to do you 
good, 
~ Brothers—1 have not come to get your lands or your 
money, but to enlighten your minds, and instruet you 
how to worship the Greal Spirit agreeably to bis will-- 
to preach to you the gospel of his Son Jesus Christ. 

There is but one religion, and but one way to serve 
God, and if you do not embrace the right way you can- 

You have never worshipped 
manner acceptable to him, but 


not be happy hereafter. 
the Great Spirit in « 
have all your lives been in great errors and darkness, — 
To endeavor to remove these errors, and open your 
eyesso that you might see clearly, is my business with 
you. 

Brothers—I wish to talk with you ag one friend talks 
with another, and if you have any objections to receive 
the religion which we preach, | wish you to make 
them, and | will endeavor to satisfy your minds and 
remove those objections. 

Brothers—]I want you to epeak your minds freely, 
for | wish to reason with you on the subject, and if 
possible remove all doubts from your minds. ‘The sub- 
ject is an important one, and is of consequence that 
you give it an early attention, while the offer is made 
to you. Your friends, the Boston Missionary Society, 
will continue to send good and faithful ministers to in- 
struct and strengthen you in religion, if op your part 
you are willing to receive them. 

Brothers—Since I have been in this part of the coun- 
try | have visited some of your smell) villages, and talk- 
ed with your people. They appear willing to receive 
instruction; bat as they look up to you as their elder 
brothers in council, they want first to know your opin- 
ion on the subject. 

You have now beard what I have to say at present ; 
I therefore hope you will take it into consideration, 
and give we an answer before | leave the place. 





After about two hours consultation amongst them- 
selves, the chief, called Red Jacket, arose and spoke as 
follows : 





{Rep JAcKET’s REPLY TO Mr. CRAM. | 
Friend and Brother—It was the will of the Great 
Spirit that we should meet together this day. He or- 
ders all things, and has given us a fine day for our 
council. He bas taken his garment from before the 





our eyes are opened that we see clearly, and our ears 
are unstopped that we have been able to lear distinct- 
ly the words you have spoken. For all these favors 
we thauk the Great Spirit and Him only: 


are told that yourreligion was given to v ovr forefathers, 
and has ‘been bahded down from father to son, 
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in the Summer of 1805,a number! *, and caused it to shine with a goed upon us ;. 


Brother—This council fire was kindled by you. It 
was at your request that we came together at this time. 
We have listened with attention to what you have said, 





199: 


also have a religion which the Great Spirit gave to our 


forefathers, amd has been handed down to us, and we 
worship accordingly. It teaches us to be thankful for 
all the favors we receive, (0 love each other and be 
thited. We never quarrel abont religion. 
Brother---The Great Spirit made ts all, but he has 
made.a difference between his white and red children. 
He has given us different complexions and different 


You requested us to speak our minds freely. Thig{eustoms. ‘To you. he has discovered the arts: to us 


give us great joy, for we new consider that we stand 
upright before you, and can *peak what we think. Al 
have heard your voice, and all speak to you now as 
one man—Our minde are agreed. 

Brother—You say you want an answer to your talk 
before you leave the place. It is right that you should 
have one, as you are a great distance from home, and 
we do not wish to detain you; but we will first look 
back a little, and tel) you what our fathers have told 
us, and what we have beard from the white people. 

Brother— Listen to what we say: There was a time 
when our forefathers owned this great island, Their 
seats extended from the rising to the setting eun. The 
Great Spirit bad made it for the use of Indians. He 


| they have been kept out of sight. 





had created the buffalo, the deer, and other animals for 
food.—He had made the bear and the beaver, whose 
skins served us for clothing. He had scattered them) 
over the country, and taught us bow to take them. | 
He had caused the earth to produce corn for bread. 
Al) this he had done for his red children, because he 
loved them. If we had some disputes about our bunt 

ing ground, they were generally settled without the 


us: your forefathers crossed the great water, and land- 
ed on this island. Their nunibers were small; but 
they found friends, and not enemies. They told us 
they had fled from their own country for fear of wicked 
men, and had come here to enjoy their religion’ They 
asked for a small seat ; we took pity on them, granted 
their request, and they sat down among us. We gave 
them cern and meat: they gave us poison in retury! 
[alluding to ardent spirits ] The white people had 
vow found our country, tidings were carried back, and 
more Came amongst us; yet we did not fear them—for 
we took them to be friends. They called us brothers: 
we believed them, ond gave them a larger seat. At 
length their numbers had greatly increased. They 
wanted more Jand; they wanted our country! Our 
eyes were opened, and our minds became uneary :- 
Wars took place--Indians were hired to fight against 
Indians! and many of our people were destroved.—— 
They also introduced strong liquor amongst us. |t was 
strong and powerful, and has slain thousands. 

Brother-—Our seats were once larger, and yours were 
small. You have now become a great people, and we 
have scarcely a place Jefi to spread our blankets. You 
have got our country, but are not satisfied; you want 
to force your religion vpon us, 


shedding of much blood. But an evil day came among | the religion of God, wad the works of the devil. 





We know those 
things to be true, and since he has made us so differ- 
ent in other respects, why may we not conclude he 
has given us a different religion, according to our un- 
derstanding: ? The Great Spirit doesright. Hie knowe 
what is best for his children: we are satisfied, 

Brother---We are told that you have been preaching 
to the white people in this place. These people are 
our neighbors: We will therefore wait a little, and sce 
what effect your preaching has upon them. If we find 
it does them good: makes them honest---makes them 
love each other, and less disposed to cheat Indians -- 
we will then consider of what you have said. 

Brother---You have now heard our answer to your 
talk, and this is all we have to say at present. As we 
are going to part, we will rise and take you by the hand, 
and hope the Great Spirit will protect you on your 
journey, and return you safe to your friends, 








As the Indians began to approach Mr. » he rose 
hastily from bis seat and replied that he could not tske 
them by the hend: There was vo fellowship between 
This 
being interpreted to the Indians, they smiled and retir- 
ed in a peaceable manuer. 

It being afterwards suggested to Mr. » thet his 
reply to the Indians was rather indiscreet, he observed 
that he supposed the ceremony of shaking hands would 
be received by them as a token that he assented to 
what they had said; being otherwise informed, he said 
he was sorry for the expressions. 
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Queries respecting Reprobates. 


As our learned divines, of the Calvinisti¢ school, be- 
lieve and teach, that a large portion of the human fam- 
ily was, from all eternity, reprobated to a state of end- 
less misery, and as this doctrine is held as a fundamen- 
tal article of the christian faith, 1 propose to suggest 
some queries respecting the moral duty of euch repro- 
bates. 

Ist. Do they owe to the Creator love and gratitude, 
first for their existence and secondly for that provi- 
dence by which existence is protracted? If reason be 
allowed to speak freely on this question, the auswer 





Brother—Continue to listen. You say that you are 
sent to instruct us how to worship the Great Spirit 
agreeably to his mind; and if we do not take hold of 
the religion which you preach, we shall be unhappy 
hereafter. You say that you are right, and we are 
wrong; but how do we know this to be true? We un- 
derstand your religion is written in a book. If it was 
intended for us as well as you, why has not the Great 





must be in the negative; for itis certainly contrary to 
reason to love any one for an evil act, or to be grateful 
for evil received. Now the ect of creating a rational 
being for the purpose of making that being forever mis- 
erable is an act of infinite cruelty, And whoever pre- 
tends that sucha being is under obligation to love, and 
obey God, or to be thankful for existence and préser- 
vation outrages every principle of reason and expe- 


Spirit given it to ws, and not only to us, but why did rience, As, on the one hand, there is no good confer- 
he not give to our forefathers the knowledge of that | red which calls for love and thankfulness, so on the 


book, and the means of understanding it rightly? We 
only know what you tel) us aboutit. How shall we 
know when to believe, being so often deceived by the 
white people? 

Brother-—You say there is but one way to worship 
and serve the Great Spirit: If there is but one religion, 
why do you white people differ so much about it? 
Why not all agree, as you can all read the book? 


Brother---We do not understand these things, We 





We 


other, there is nothing to be dreaded as revenge for not 
rendcring these unmerited exercises or affections ; for 
all the infinity of misery, which orthodoxy Lolds up as 
1 terror, was made sure to these miserable reprobetes, 
before they came into existence, 

But here arises an important question. Tlow am! 
to know, or how is any one to know whether he is a 
reprobate or not? Until | am able to determine wheth- 
er my existence is a blessing, I certainly cannot be 
thankful for it; and until | am satisfied that the provi- 
dence by which I ami preeerved is a blessing, | cannot 
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be grateful for that, We lift our eyes towards the 
heavens, and by day we behold the glorious sun, whose 
diffusive powers of light and heat cause all nature to 
rejoice and be glad, except this sad heart which enter- 
tains ne confidence in the goodness of him who made 
the sun and all other things. We see the opening 
beauties of spring, the luxuriant growths of summer,and 
the ripening fields of autumn, but who can rejoice, 
who can be grateful for these vast supplies of our de- 
sires and wants? Not one who isa reprobate; for he 
is taught to believe that all these provisions of nature 
are designed to prepare him for exquisite torment when 
his feasting is at an end. 

The little children, who gather round their parents’ 
table, and cast a grateful look towards the kind par- 
ents who have prepared their repast, must be told that 
it is enlirely uncertain whether God, our Creator, has 
designed either parent or food as a blessing to them. 
How then can these little ones be taught to refer all 
those good things to the kindness of a Father who is in 
heaven? These children of the same family are so in- 
structed as to be led to believe that it is not only pos- 
sible but probable that they will finally be brought to 
mourn and to lament that they ever were born, that 
they ever had parents, brothers or sisters, or that they 
ever stood in connexion with human nature. 

2d. If we turn our thoughts to the scheme of the 
gospel and the plan of salvation by Jesus, we shal) find 
nothing here to relieve us,in the least ; nothing in all this 
to love God for, nor any thing for which to be thank- 
ful; for orthodoxy teaches us that we must not believe 
that Jeens is the Saviour of any, except it be of an e- 
lected number, known to God, but unknown to men. 
Who then can be thankful for what St. Paul calls an 
“unspeakable gift?’ If it be replied, that when one 
is renewed by the spirit of God, he then knows that he 


is elected, we say, in answer, that this is an argument 
which must absolve all others from the duty of thank- 


fulness for the gift of Jesus Christ. But, 

3dly. Suppose thet this doctrine of reprobation is 
in very deed erroneous ; suppose that in very deed 
God will have all men to be saved, and that Jesus gave 
himself a ransom for al]. Do we not, at once, see thie 
scene change entirely? Yes; and the moment this is 
really beliered the heart is full of love and gratitude to 
our heavenly Father for the thousands of temporal 
mercies which are daily sent in profusion, and for the 
greater mercies Which insure our everlasting happiness 


hereafter, H. B. 
——SEEE 0: OO are 


DEDICATION. 


The new Meeting-house in Medway, Mass. built and 
owned principally by Universalists, was solemnly con- 


secrated to the worship of Almighty God, on the 29th 
ultimo, 


Order of public service : 

Brother Jacob Frieze, of Milford, read a selection of 
scriptures appropriate to the occasion, and made the 
introductory prayer. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, made 
the consecrating prayer. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, delivered the Sermon, 
and made the concluding prayer. The audience,. on 
account of the incessant rain which fel] that day, was 
not very numerous; but manifested a spirit of becom- 
ing devotedness to the solemnities of the truly joyful 
occasion; and the sacred music was performed in an 
acceptable stile and manner, 

It is expected that our beloved brother, Adin Ballou, 
will supply that desk part of the time in future. May 
it please our merciful Father in heaven to prosper the 
cause of truth in that and al] other places, to the henor 
of the Redeemer’s name. ’ 
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LINES 


COMPOSED ON HEARING THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 





AND REPROBATION PREACHED. 


Great God! dost thou delight to bless? 
' Or hast thou joy in wretchedness ? 
And fallen creatures’ pains? 
Shall thine own children, form’d by Thee, 
Be doom’'d to endless misery, 
And hell’s infernal chains ? 


: 


Shall suffering souls for mercy ory, 

And God in wrath their prayers deny? 
Except a chosen few! 

Are millions doom’d to endless hell, 

Because our first great parents fell, 
Which Heav’n at first foreknew ? 


Shal] satan bear nine tenths away 
To hell, in cruel agony? 

Which mercy would not save ! 
Or does not Christ abound in grace, 
To rescue Adam’s fallen race 

From darkness and the grave? 


Yes, He hath sworn, whose word shall be 
Lasting as vast e(-rnity—- 
‘* My mercy ne’er shall end ;*’ 
Then in this pledge secure we'll dwell, 
Ner fear the pow’rs of death and he!), 
But on his love depend. B. W. 


—a : @ : 


From the Russian Poet, Lomonosov. 





EVENING REFLECTIONS ON THE MAJES. 
TY OF GOD, ON SEEING THE GREAT 
NORTHERN LIGHTS. 


Now day conceals her face, and darkness fills 
The Geld, the forest, with the shades of Night ; 
The gloomy clouds are gathering ‘round the hills, 
Veiling the last ray of the lingering light. 
The abyss of heav’n appears---the stars are kindling 
‘round; 
Who, who can count those stars, who that abyss can 
sound ? 


Just as a sand whelm’d in th’ infinite sea, 

A ray, the frozen ice-berg sends to heav’p, 

A feather in the fierce flame’s majesty, 

A mote, by midnight’s madden’d whirlwing driven--- 
Am I ’midst this parade: an atom, less than nought, 
Lost and o’erpower’d by this gigantic thought, 


And we are told, by wisdom’s knowing ones, 

‘That there are multitudes of worlds like this ; 

That yon unnumber‘d lawps are glowing suns, 

And each, a link amidst Creation, is ; 
There dwells the Godhead too,--there shines his essence, 
His everlasting strength,---his all-supporting presence. 


Where are thy secret laws, O Nature, where? 
The North-Lights dazzle in the wintry zone: 
How dost thou light from ice thy torches there? 
Has, ‘here, thy sun some sacred, secret throne ? 
See in yon frozen seas, what glories have their birth ; 
Thence night leads forth the day t’ Juminate the earth. 


Come then, Philosopher! whose privileg’d eye 
Reads Nature’s hidden pages and decrees,--- 
Come now, and tell us whence, and where, and why, 
Earth's icy regions glow with lights like these, 

That fill our souls with awe :---Profound Inquirer, sey, 


For thou dost count the stars, and trace the planets’ 
way ! 











a 


What fills, with dazzled beams, th? illomin'd ay? 
What wakes the flames that light the firmament? 
The Jightning’s flash,---still there’s po thunder there 
And earth and heav'n with fiery sheets are blent; . 

The winter night now gleams with brighter, lovelier ray 

Than ever yet adorn’d the golden summer's day ! y 


Is there some vast, some hidden magazine, 

Where the gross darkness flames of fire supplies ? 

Some phosphorus fabric, which the mountains sereen 

Whose clouds of light above those mountains rise? 
Where the winds rattle Joud around the foaming sea, 
And lift the waves to heav’n in thund’ring revelry? 


Thou knowest not! tis doubt, "tis darkness all! 
Even here on earth our thoughts benighted stray, 
And allis mystery through this worldly ball--- 
Who then can reach or read yon milky way ? 
Creation’s heights and depths are all unknown,---yp- 


trod--- 
Who then shall say how vast, how great, Creation's 
God? 


SELECTED. 
Though man a thinking being is defined, 
Few use the grand prerogative of mind. 
How few think jusily, of the thinking few ? 
How many never think, who think they do! 
Opinion therefore---such our mental dearth--- 
Depends on mere Jocality or birth. 
Hence the warm tory, eloquent and big 
With loyal zeal, had ke been born a whig, 
Would rave for liberty, with equal flame, 
No shadow of distinction but the name ; 
Hence christian bigots, ‘neath the pagan cloud 
Had roared for ** great Diana,” just as loud; 
Or, ifat Rome, at Mecca, or Pekin, 
For Fo the Propnet, or the MAN oF Sin, 





ELDER FAUNCE. 


There are circumstances which would concur to 
render some notice of this last Elder of our church, in- 
teresting to the present generation. Le passed the 
century of his life in the town of Plymouth, at a period 
that makes a connecting link between the pilgrims and 
the living descendants. While his youth was guided 
by the prayers of some of the venerated survivors uf the 
May-Flower, there are those now alive who received 
the blessing of his pious old age. It is from him that 
many traditionary accounts received their authenticity, 
some of which form part of our written history. 

He was many years town clerk. He was first Dea- 
con, and afterwards Elder of the church, and the last 
in that office. He lived to a very advanced age, being 
in his 99th year when he died, which was on Feb. 27, 
1745.6. He was a man of considerable knowledge, 


eminent piety, and great usefulness, always full of reli- 


gious discourse. 

The office of Elder was one formerly of great consid- 
eration. He was considered as the representative of 
the church, and directed his watchful eye to the doc- 
trines of the Pastor, as well as to the principles and 
practices of the brethren. Parson Leonard was a New 
Light, and discoursing one day on the character ond 
conduct of Judas Iscariot, pursued him beyond death, 
and consigued him to hell for ever more. Stop, slop, 
sir, says ElderFaunce,who was seated in the pulpit,che 
Book says no such thing. ‘The Jate Professor Tappan 
of Cambridge, on a visit in the year 18v0, to Mr. Cebb, 
of Kingston, then exceeding one hundred years old, 
enquired of him the peculiar duties of the elder. After 
a little deliberation he replied, fo keep a look out onthe 
minislers---and much such an order is wanted now. 

{Old Colony Memorial. 
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